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Principal Activities 
To support independent dance artists’ in NSW and promote community engagement in 
the arts. 
 
Objectives: 
 
- Enable artistic and professional development opportunities for emerging dance 
   artists. 
 
- Provide a platform for the realisation of new Australian dance works. 
 
- Create opportunities for the community to engage with contemporary dance. 
 
- Enable opportunities for people with  disability to engage in contemporary dance. 
 
- Develop industry sustainability through increased employment opportunities and 
   networking capabilities resulting from our activities. 
 
- Broaden the audience base for contemporary dance in Australian society. 
 
- Increase the community's participation in the arts. 
            
 
To achieve these objectives, DirtyFeet has adopted the following strategies: 
 
– The Choreographic Lab: An annual residency program for young early career 
choreographers and dancers supported with mentorship from experienced industry 
seniors. 
 
– The Right Foot: Workshops for young people with and without disability - providing 
professional pathways for young artists and engaging the community in an arts and 
cultural activity. 
 
– Out of the Studio: A program of choreographic development and performance, 
facilitating the production of high quality independent dance from new artists for new 
audiences. 



CO-FOUNDER and DIRECTOR - Anthea Doropoulos 

CHAIR REPORT - Kerrie Burgess

Growth and renewal were two key themes for DirtyFeet in 2018. This year saw the 
successful delivery of our three programs: the Choreographic Lab; Out of the Studio; 
and the Right Foot. True to DirtyFeet's commitment to accessible dance practice, an 
artist with disability participated in the Choreographic Lab with audio-transcriber 
support. DirtyFeet was also proud to see alumni artists from the Choreographic Lab and 
Out of the Studio participate in well-recognised residencies at Critical Path, PACT and 
national residencies in Melbourne.   
 
This year marked renewal in terms of our board and governance practices. In 2018 Max 
Chung, Jodie McNeilly and Tammy Brennan completed their terms as DirtyFeet board 
members. The DirtyFeet team thank them for all their energy, expertise and investment 
in the company. This provided an opportunity for DirtyFeet to review its constitution, 
develop terms of reference for new board members and undertake board recruitment 
based on a skills matrix. In 2018 DirtyFeet welcomed Lyna Cannell, Manbir Miglani and 
Gideon Hornung to the board. With new board members, came the opportunity for new 
strategic conversations and planning, culminating in a new strategic plan for 2019 – 
2021. 
 
DirtyFeet delivers its program with the support of many sponsors and principal 
partners. I would like to thank principal partners and donors FORM dance projects, 
Shopfront Co-Op, Readymade Works, Riverside Theatre, Hecand Private Ancillary Fund, 
Raskos, Moble, MooreStephens, Axis Physio and Pilates. 
 
 

In 2018 DirtyFeet celebrated highly talented emerging choreographers and dancers with 
and without disability. Throughout the Choreographic Lab and Out of the Studio 
programs I witnessed beautiful artistry and the blossoming of many talented 
artists striving to make a mark in their artform. Engagement with our audiences in Q&A 
discussions were a unique opportunity within our programs to witness the behind the 
scenes and makings of a new work as well as stimulating conversations between the 
dance artists and audience. 
 
The Right Foot highlight this year was the final sharing being presented in the Lennox 
Theatre at Riverside Theatres. Lead artists Adam Bowes and Brianna Kell created the 
beginnings of an inclusive work for all involved and it was stunning to watch. Post the 
dancing it was great to hear the honest experiences the participants had throughout the 
six workshops and how much the program gives back to them. 
 
DirtyFeet would not survive without the talented and dedicated staff and board of 
directors so a very big heartfelt thank you.  



18 events in 2018

DirtyFeet engaged with CreateNSW priority areas, people with disability young 
people, Aboriginal people, people living and/or working in Western Sydney, people from 
culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds and people living and/or working in 
Regional NSW. 
This year, a total of 678 individuals from these groups participated in our annual program as 
DirtyFeet artists and audiences. 

3 Choreographic Labs, 
3 Choreographic Lab sharings

3 Performances

2 Creative developments

6 workshops 
1 workshop sharing

678 artists and audience

55 artists and arts workers employed

10 events in Sydney

8 events in Western Sydney



The Choreographic Lab provides a safe environment where early career 
dance professionals come together to explore their creative practice. The Lab 
builds relationships between artists, facilitates the development of 
methodology and skills, and can be the first step towards the creation of new 
work. DirtyFeet provides a choreographer with a space to work, a mentor, a 
network of dancers and hosts an informal showing at the conclusion of the 
Lab. 
 
In 2018 DirtyFeet delivered three Choreographic Labs - Patrica Wood in 
May, Elle Evangelista in August, and Kassidy Waters in September. In 2018, 
twenty five dancers participated across the three Labs and three mentors 
were engaged: Rochelle Haley; Chrissy Norford; and Rhiannon Newton. 
 
Five artist support workers were engaged in the program to make it 
accessible and inclusive. Fifty-nine audience members accessed the 
sharings which are an intimate experience into the choreographic research 
process.   
 
DirtyFeet delivered The Choreographic Lab Program with the support of 
ReadyMade Works and the NSW Government through Create NSW. The 
Choreographic Lab will be returning in 2019 to again deliver three Labs for 
three new emerging choreographers. 

THE CHOREOGRAPHIC LAB
A R T I S T I C  R E P O R T



Key Successes 
 
Artist with disability supported to access a mainstream Lab opportunity 
by employing an audio describer.  
 
DirtyFeet will continue a  partnership with ReadyMade Works in 2019 to 
deliver all three Choreographic Labs; a central location broadens 
DirtyFeet’s reach.  

A R T I S T I C  R E P O R T

'Knowing what I have explored and achieved in 
2 weeks excites me and gives me confidence 

and insight to my next goal of a full length 
group work.' 

Kassidy Waters

3 Choreographic Labs = 6 weeks full-time 
professional development 

39 Artists engaged = 3 choreographers, 3 mentors, 
25 dancers, 1 program manager, 5 artist support 
workers, 1 videographer, 1 photographer

20 Expressions of interest

59 audience 



Out of the Studio is an annual program opportunity for emerging 
choreographers to develop new ideas and a platform to present a new 
work to audiences in a theatre context. Applications in 2018 were open 
to previous Choreographic Lab recipients and the general sector. 
DirtyFeet provides two choreographers with rehearsal 
space, three presentations over two nights (one matinee), artists wages, 
an industry mentor, photo and video documentation, costume/prop 
budget, producer, administration, marketing and technical support.  
 
DirtyFeet delivered Out of the Studio with the support of Shopfront Arts 
Co- Op, FORM Dance Projects and the NSW Government through 
Create NSW. Out of the Studio will be returning in 2019 to again 
deliver two new dance works by two emerging choreographers. 

A R T I S T I C  R E P O R T

OUT OF THE STUDIO
ARTISTIC REPORT



DirtyFeet will deliver Out of the Studio in 2019 with venue 
partners FORM Dance Projects, ReadyMade Works and Brand X. 
 

'A big congratulations to you and your team for developing 
the program and for all of your work you do with the 

organisation. So amazing how you have kept things moving 
over the years and got it to the standard that it is today. ' 

Sara Black

'Working with Vicki Van Hout and Martin del Amo 
challenged me to think more deeper into the ideas I was 
exploring, having someone in the studio that understands 

the themes you are exploring and that can contribute to the 
way you structure the work was very helpful.' 

Lucky Lartey

2 x 3 week creative developments

20 Artists =  2 choreographers, 3 mentors, 6 dancers, 
 2 sound designers, 3 dance teachers, 1 videographer, 
1 photographer, 1 producer, 1 lighting designer

95 audience reach



THE RIGHT FOOT
ARTISTIC REPORT

The Right Foot offers FREE contemporary dance workshops for 
young people with and without disability, providing a creative activity for 
those who may otherwise not have access to dance. 
 
We believe in the positive impact dance has on people's lives- it is a creative 
way to improve health and fitness, encourage self-expression and build 
confidence. The workshops are also an important professional pathway for 
aspiring young artists to gain experience to further their performance career. 
 
  I think organisations like DirtyFeet are a great example of including people 
with disability in the arts. They bring people together to have fun, learn new 
skills, are included, and there is a range of diversity.  Chris Bunton, Artist with 
Disability and Workshop leader 
 
In 2018 The Right Foot workshops were led by professional artist Brianna 
Kell and Adam Bowes in collaboration with a team of professional DirtyFeet 
artists with and without disability. The workshops were held on Saturdays 
throughout October and November, and delivered in partnership with 
Riverside Theatres. 
 
DirtyFeet delivers The Right Foot with the support of The Funding Network, 
The Hecand Private Ancillary Fund, Riverside Theatres and the NSW 
Government through Create NSW. 



DirtyFeet will deliver The Right Foot in 2019 with venue partners  
City of Sydney and Monkey Baa Theatre. 
 

'There are not many programs like The Right Foot out there, 
facilitated by people who are connected with community and 

work in a way that is empowering and inclusive rather than 
directive and patronising. It is a really fantastic program, and the 

high quality content that everyone produced, and the way so 
many of us enjoyed it, is evidence of that.' 

Riana Head Toussaint 

5 Workshops 

1 Theatre sharing

95 Participants 

9 Artists = 2  Lead Facilitators, 4  Artist Support 
Workers, 1 Visual Description Support and 1 Program 
Manager 

45 Audience 



THANK YOU 

 
 
Thank you to our principal partners CreateNSW,  FORM dance projects, 
Shopfront Co-Op, Readymade Works, Riverside Theatre, 
Hecand Private Ancillary Fund, Raskos, Moble, MooreStephens, and 
Axis Physio and Pilates. 
 
 
Thank you to our raffle donors Thames and Hudson, Linda Tahija, 
Sydney Dance Company, kikki.K, Australian Chamber Orhesta, 
Kay’s Natural Therapies, Inyoga, Young Henry’s and Noddy’s on King.  



BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND 
DIRTYFEET STAFF

Kerrie Burgess - Chairperson 
 
Michael Doropoulos - Director of Finance 
 
Raury Adams - Secretary  
 
Lyna Cannell - Director of Marketing 
 
Imogen Yang - Director of Arts and Disability 
 
Gideon Hornung - Director  
 
Manbir Singh - Director  
 
Angela Goh - Artists Representative  
 
Anthea Doropoulos - Director and Co-Founder 
 
Megan Exton - Choreographic Lab Program Manager and Administration 
 
Melinda Tyquin - The Right Foot Program Manager 
 
Elle Evangelista - Marketing Manager  



 
 
 
 
 
 
To the directors, 
 
In accordance with the requirements of section 60-40 of the Australian Charities and Not- 
for-Profits Commission Act 2012, as lead auditor for the audit of DirtyFeet Pty Limited for 
the year ended 31 December 2018, I declare that, to the best of my knowledge and belief, 
there have been: 
 
 
 
 
(i) No contraventions of the auditor independence requirements of the Australian Charities 
and 
 
Not-for-Profits Commission Act 2012 in relation to the audit; 
 
(ii) No contraventions of any applicable code of professional conduct in relation to the audit. 
 
 
 
 
 
Moore Stephens NSW 
Level 7, 9 Castlereagh Street, Sydney NSW 2000 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Charles Oosthuizen – Director 
 
 
 
 
Date this  24th  day of  April   2019 
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